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Planting Bulbs For Bees – Popular Bee Friendly
Bulbs For The Pollinator Garden

In recent years, pollinator gardens [1] have become quite popular among hobby gardeners and
seasoned growers, alike. Flowering plants within the garden offer beautiful floral displays in the
landscape, as well as serve as essential sources of pollen and nectar needed by insects. While many
people may opt to plant large drifts of wildflowers from seed, even those growing in limited spaces can
grow bee-friendly flower gardens in containers and in naturalized plantings.

Planting a pollinator garden is one of the best ways to attract bees [2], butterflies [3], and other
beneficial insects into one’s yard. Fortunately, even the most inexperienced homeowners are able to
easily plant and maintain a wide variety of nectar-rich plants [4]. While it is common practice to grow
flowers from seed or to add annuals to the landscape, the addition of flowering bulbs can take
pollinator gardens to the next level.

About Bee-Friendly Bulbs

Planting spring bulbs for bees is a great way to ensure the early arrival of pollinators into the garden.
Though often overlooked when planning a pollinator garden, spring bulbs are among the very first
flowers to bloom in late winter and into early spring. These early blooming flowers ensure that bees
are able to feed before other native nectar sources are readily available.

When considering bulbs that bees like, thinking beyond common bulb options is a great way to
expand and add visual interest to the landscape. While spring flower bulbs such as daffodils [5] and
tulips [6] are easy to find at local garden centers, there are vast varieties of other spring flower bulbs
[7] adaptable to many growing conditions.

Planting Bulbs for Bees

Planning a spring flower bulb pollinator garden begins in the fall of the previous growing season.
When selecting which types of bulbs to plant, there are several aspects to take into consideration.
First, and foremost, make certain that the selected bulb varieties are suited for growth in the correct
USDA growing zone [8].

Since many spring bulbs require a winter chill before blooming [9], it’s important to ensure that these
requirements will be met before planting. Though most bulbs will need to be planted in full sun, some
will prefer shady locations. Always read package guidelines before planting to ensure that plants will
thrive.

Planting spring bulbs may be somewhat more costly than growing from seed, so choosing naturalizing
bulbs and corms will ensure beautiful early season blooms for many years to come.
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Types of Bulbs for Pollinators

Allium [10]

Anemone [11]

Crocus [12]

Daffodils [5]

Fritillaria [13]

Hyacinth [14]

Muscari [15]

Scilla [7]

Snowdrops [16]

Tulips [6]
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Have any questions about this topic? Visit us at https://questions.gardeningknowhow.com to ask your
questions and get friendly answers from gardening experts.
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